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Indian constitution and Indian Politics Lecture-(48),
Tutorials- (12)

Course Outcomes (COs)
On completion of the course, the students will be able to:

Co1 Understand and appraise the process of the making of the Indian Constitution

COo2 Comprehend the important features of the Constitution of India

COos3 Realize the significance of fundamental rights and directive principles and
the role of the Judiciary in safeguarding citizens’ rights

CO4 Perceive the basic institutional framework of the Indian Government with
reference to the parliamentary system and the federal system

CO5 Understand the process of Nation & State building to be achieved through the
Constitution of India

CO6 Realize themselves as responsible citizens and imbibe the human values
anticipated by the Indian Constitution

Unit No. Title of Unit and Contents

. The Constitution of India:

a) Making of the Constitution

b) Salient Features of the Constitution

¢) Preamble of Indian Constitution.

d) Fundamental Rights

e) Directive Principles of State Policy,
1. Relationship between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy
2. Right to work (MGNREGA),
3. Right to Information

f) Fundamental Duties

2. Amendments and commissions in India

e Amendment Procedure and Major Amendments to the Constitution

e Judicial Review and the Doctrine of Basic Features (Keshavanand Bharati, Maneka
versus State of Madras, Minerva Mills case)

e  Structure and Functions of Major Commissions and Boards

a) Election Commission of India

b) Union and State Public Service Commissions

¢) National Women's Commission

d) National Human Rights Commission

e) National Minorities Commissions

f) National S.C. Commissions

g) National S.T. Commissions

h) Central Information Commission

Indian Federalism

a) Distribution of legislative powers: Union List, State List, Concurrent List, Residuary
Powers

b) Article 370 (now removed), Article 371 and asymmetrical federalism

¢) Linguistic Re-organisation of states




d) Centre - State relations: Administrative, Executive and Financial Relations
e) Niti Ayog and the changing nature of fiscal federalism
f) Sarkaria Commission Recommendations

Indian Political System (Structure, Powers and Functions of Governments)
The Union Executive:

a) President,

b) Vice President

¢) Prime Minister and Council of Ministers

d) Attorney General of India

e) Comptroller and Auditor General of India
The Union Legislature:
a) Parliament

b) Speaker and Deputy Speaker
c) Parliamentary Committees

d) Parliament’s control over Executive
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Judiciary
a) Organisation of Judiciary: Integrated Judiciary
b) Role, Powers and Functions of the Supreme Court and High Courts, Subordinate
| Courts- Lokpal, Lokayukt and Lok Nyayalaya
c) Judiciary as a protector of the Constitutional Order and Fundamental Rights
d) Judicial Activism
e) Public Interest Litigation
State Government and Administration ( With Special Reference to Maharashtra) :
a. Formation and Reorganization of Maharashtra State
1 b. Governor, Chief Minister, Council of Ministers
c. State Secretariat, Chief Secretary-Functions and Role
d. Legislature- Legislative Assembly, Legislative Council- Powers and Function
Rural and Urban Local Government and Administration:
Rural Local Government and Administration
a. Gram Sabha, Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and Zilla Parishad- Composition,
Powers and Functions. Chief Executive Officer (CEQ), Block Development Officer
(BDO), and Gram Sevak- Functions and Role
b. 73w Constitutional Amendment- Importance and Features
I C. Rural Development and Panchayati Raj
Urban Local Government and Administration
a. Nagar Panchyat, Municipal Council, Municipal Corporation, and Cantonment Board-
Composition, Powers and Functions, Chief Officer and Municipal Commissioner-
Functions and Role
b. 74n Constitutional Amendment —Main Features
C. Urban Development and Urban Local Bodies
District Administration:
a. Evolution and Development of District Administration in India
v b. District Collector- Powers and Functions, Changing Role of District Collector, Sub-

Divisional Officer, Tahasildar and Talathi- Functions and Role
C. Law and Order- Agencies of Law and Order- District Collector, District Police

Superintendent and Citizens
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Learning Resources:




. Phadke Y.D. : Politics & Language, Himalaya Publishing House, 1979

2. Usha Thakkar, Mangesh Kulkarni (ed) : Politics in Maharashtra, Himalaya Publishing
House, 1995.

3. Lele Jayant : Elite Pluralism and Class Rule, Popular Prakashan, Bombay 1982

4. Frankel & Rao (ed) : Dominance & state power in modern India, Vol. IT Oxford University
Press (pp. 115-211)

5. Baviskar B.S. : The Politics of Development - sugar Co - operatives in Rural Maharashtra,
Oxford University Press, 1980
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